Elevated erythrocyte adenosine deaminase activity in Down's syndrome.
Erythrocyte ADA activity was measured in 29 cases of Down's syndrome and in 29 age- and sex-matched controls subjects. The mean activity (+/- S.D.) of ADA in Down's syndrome was 1883 +/- 463 mU/g Hb (37 degrees C) and 1361 +/- 294 mU/g Hb in the controls. The difference was statistically significant (p less than 0.001). The purine metabolism of Down's syndrome patients is discussed.